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1)  What is the purpose of the task force? List the names of the task force’s     

members. 
In January of 2004, the Task force of the Board of Education (with membership from the 

Board of Regents and the Board of Public Education) recommended that the Assessment 

Alignment Task Force be appointed to ensure that “standards, curriculum and assessment 

systems across the spectrum of public education are easily understood, non-duplicative, 

effective and timely.” A primary objective of the Assessment Alignment Task Force is to 

examine the coordination and alignment of high school assessments with the entrance and 

placement examinations used by colleges and universities, beginning with language arts 

and mathematics.  

 

Assessment Alignment Task Force members include Bruce Messinger, Superintendent, 

Helena Public Schools, Co-Chair; Paul Rowland, Dean, College of Education, the 

University of Idaho, Co-Chair; Susan Arthur, Curriculum Director, Missoula County 

Public Schools; Bobbie Barrett, Curriculum Director, Whitefish Public Schools; Terry 

Dahl, Mathematics Teacher, Charles M. Russell High School, Great Falls; Warren Esty, 

Faculty, Department of Mathematics, Montana State University; Everall Fox, Director, 

Indian Education, Billings Public Schools; Darrel Hammon, President, Miles Community 

College; Brenda Hanson, Licensure Specialist, The University of Montana; Kathy Holt, 

Faculty, Department of  English, Montana State University-Billings; Bob Johnke, 

Faculty, Department of Mathematics, Montana State University-Northern; Ed Johnson, 

Interim Registrar & Director of the Records Office, Fort Lewis College, Durango, 

Colorado; Jill Keil, Faculty, Department of Mathematics, Montana State University-Great 

Falls College of Technology; Jon Moore, English Teacher, Shepherd High School, 

Shepherd; Claudette Morton, Executive Director, Small Schools Alliance; Dick Seitz, 

Mathematics Teacher, Helena High School; Joyce Silverthorne, Tribal Education 

Director, Salish Kootenai Confederated Tribes; Robyn Wingo, Faculty, Education 

Department, The University of Montana-Western; and Chris Wortman-Engren, 

Curriculum Director, Great Fall Public Schools. Assessment Alignment Task Force staff 

are Judy Snow, Assessment Director, Office of Public Instruction and Jan Clinard, 

Director, Academic Initiatives, Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education. 

 

2)  Define the problem that your task force seeks to address. 

 The Assessment Alignment Task Force is interested in assessments at all levels, from 

kindergarten readiness tests to the comprehensive exams taken by doctoral students.  The 

initial work of the Assessment Alignment Task Force, however, was focused on 

assessments related to the critical transition from high school to postsecondary education. 

Such an effort can help clearly define the continuum of standards and assessments across 

levels and ensure that Montana’s assessments appropriately and vertically measure 

knowledge and skills, tied to standards.  Although the task force was to focus on the 10-
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14 assessments, the findings of this task force should be of interest to those examining 

assessments at all levels. 

 

3)  What are the recommended solutions for solving the problem?   

The P-20 Assessment Alignment Task Force did not develop recommendations because 

their work was suspended in the summer of 2006 when the Board of Education 

established new direction through the Kindergarten to College initiative.  However, the 

task force did conduct an analysis of the present practices in K-12 education and higher 

education examining the present practices being used across the state.  The task force 

determined that there is very little information sharing between K-12 education and 

higher education in the area of assessment.  The K-12 education community lacks 

understanding of the admission and placement assessment being used at the different 

institutions of higher education in Montana.  Representative on the task force from higher 

education had limited knowledge of the accountability assessment being administered in 

all Montana public schools.   

 

The task force determined that the mission of K-12 education and use of assessment is 

not the same as higher education resulting in a different purpose and utilization of 

assessment strategies.  When the committee suspended their work the members were 

examining the areas where K-12 education and higher education had a shared purpose for 

assessment.  The committee was in the process of identifying the nature of assessment 

strategies that could add value for students as they transition to higher education and/or 

career.  

 

The task force invested significant time discussing the transition of high school students 

into higher education, training and career opportunities.  There are many appropriate and 

diverse paths that students should consider as they complete high school education which 

includes but should not be limited to higher education opportunities offered in Montana.  

The broader mission of K-12 education demands that flexible and dynamic learning and 

assessment are utilized so students are prepared to pursue different pathways aligned with 

the skills, knowledge and interests. 

 

4)  What action does your taskforce recommend for the Board of Education? 

Explain why. 

The task force supports continued work in the area of assessment in an effort to improve 

communication and understanding between K-12 education and higher education.  In the 

spirit of Kindergarten to College planning, it would be appropriate to work on alignment 

of content expectations, which should include work on an assessment plan.  Educators are 

concerned about the successful transition of high school graduates to higher education 

and career opportunities.  Once the Board of Education clarifies the purpose of the 

Kindergarten to College initiative and establishes the tasks that need to be accomplished, 

the alignment of assessment strategies should be considered.  Members of this P-20 task 

force would be willing to continue working in this area once the Board of Education 

establishes purpose and desired outcomes. 


